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Prof. Rickards may be one of the most impactful professors I have had during my time at Drexel. 
I had her for a number of classes, some community-based, that focused on the concept of 

justice in a variety of ways. Through these classes, I feel as though my world view was 
challenged. Prof. Rickards taught me how to navigate the complexities of lived experience and 
how they collide with various facets of society. She helped me learn about my own place in the 
world and how I can use my platform to be a champion for a safe, clean, and equitable society. 

Lastly, she showed me that a big world is really not that big, and that we as people are 
interconnected by the struggles we face and that we can use that connection for the greater 

good. I owe so much of the person I am to Prof. Rickards and cannot thank her enough for 
preparing me to tackle an ever-changing world.  ~ Jarod Watson 
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I hope that you enjoy winter break and time with your family. It sure has been a crazy year and decompressing and 
enjoying our loved ones is NEEDED! I just wanted to email you to thank you so much for all you've done for me 

during my journey at Drexel. Your courses and their associated discussion sparked immense passion in me 
(specifically in the realm of public health) and were very enjoyable. This winter quarter was my last at Drexel, but I 

will not be a stranger! I hope to come visit everyone once on-campus operations are back to what they were 
because this "see ya later" was very unexpected and I need to see everyone again!

You were a pivotal part of my educational journey and self-discovery. I feel that I have learned way more in these 
two years I had at Drexel than I have in my entire life. While I was a transfer student, I found my home at Drexel and 
in the criminology department. My next steps are unknown, I'm trying to parse that out as I work as an emergency 

department technician for now and organize my thoughts. I will keep you updated on my future plans and will 
definitely keep in touch.

Thank you so much again. I truly will miss seeing you around campus.

Best,
Miranda
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Hello Professor Rickards,
I just wanted to take a moment to thank you for a truly wonderful class. Before this term started, the 
only real person I hung out with was my brother. Now, I am friends with two of my Dutch colleagues 

on Discord, and I have already played Among Us with Arjen and his friends from Scotland (how cool is 
that?!?!). We also have plans to play in the future, and this is possible solely because of your class. 

This is an awesome development in my quarantine environment, and it is one that will last beyond the 
COVID-19 pandemic (Arjen has several contacts on Discord of people he's met around the world that 

he regularly games with, which now includes me). Thank you so much! I also wanted to mention a 
class I took in the winter quarter called Urban Sociology taught by Dr. Jason Orne. I mention it because 

it also deals a lot with the holistic nature in which systemic problems form in communities, like 
environmental racism. This reminded me a lot of your class, and even if you do nothing with the 

information, I just wanted you to be aware in case you weren't. Anyways, thank you so much again for 
a great class!

Aidan 
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Hi Cyndi,

Happy New Year! I wanted to let you know that I was able to meet with Ryan last week for coffee. You were right, 
the work The Lindy Institute does aligns with so many of my interests. He was able to answer my questions and I 

learned a lot about the institute and their graduate program in urban strategy. Thank you so much for connecting us!

I really appreciate the time you took to get to know me and my interests in order to help me further pursue work that 
inspires me. Your class was one of the most impactful classes I have taken at Drexel and I know that moving 

forward, I will be taking what I have learned from you and my peers with me.

I hope our paths cross more over my last year and a half here. I’ll be sure to look out for any other honors classes that 
you teach. Thank you again!!

Best,

Abigail Gard
B.S. Civil Engineering | Drexel University 2021

Pennoni Honors College
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That is fine...I have to tell you Cyndi I was intimidated by your assignments when I had your class for the first time and I do 
not mean that in a negative way at all. I think, as I was, many students are used to being led through the assignment meaning
very distinct and clear guidelines for what is to be done. Your assignments actually encourage and challenge students to think 

beyond the material and to apply the concepts and ideas your teaching. It was very troublesome for me and I imagine for 
others who are used to being led a little more. I know returning to school I had a great deal of anxiety and apprehension and

did not trust my instincts always on some assignments and so it was a bit intimidating (may be too strong a word) but the 
more I got into it the more I learned to trust that I was getting it and then I actually began to look forward to the assignments 
and discussions. From what I have experienced thus far in this course there is a great deal of discussion and very interesting 

students and perspectives.
I think students are not used to being asked to be so active and with online courses it is very important to engage students us

because we are not right in front of you in a classroom situation. I know I was not used to the Drexel method as I fondly 
refer to it now but I cannot ever imagine going back to being a passive student ever again and believe it or not I was at one 
time. So I guess the long and the short of my dissertation here is I think your classes are some of the best I have ever taken

and I think that you are very perceptive to see that it takes time for us to "get it" so to speak. I think your Wimba sessions will 
be helpful as I remember how much I got out of Tim's discussion and being able to hear the voices of my classmates.

I know you didn't ask for an opinion but I wanted to let you know that I don't think anyone has any challenges understanding 
how or what you teach I know for me it was just getting used to a professor who CARED what I thought and what I actually 

had to say instead of regurgitating the professor. Okay enough of my two cents...lol
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Hello Professor! I just wanted to say that it was a pleasure being in your class this marking 
period! You were one of my favorite professors and I really learned a lot using sim city, and just 

sitting through our lectures! Partnering with our Amsterdam partners was also a memorable 
experience, so I just wanted to say thank you for everything! Have a great break! Carmen
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My name is Marisa McStravick and I have taken a sociology and criminal justice course with Professor Rickards. 

Professor Rickards set a strong foundation of the basics of class material so that students were able to easily transition and make essential connections to the more in-depth 
information explored. As a class, we were encouraged to ask questions and discuss material frequently. Also, Professor Rickards always kept students timely with current events related 
to class. 

Aside from choosing exceptional texts and films for both courses, Professor Rickards enveloped students in a creative learning environment atypical of other courses at Drexel 
University. We were introduced to a number of outstanding and knowledgeable guest speakers that further informed us on class material. We were also taken on class trips, such as a 
female correctional facility, that as students, would have been difficult for us to visit on our own. This hands-on learning environment really engaged students in class material and 
presented information to us in a way textbooks can’t offer. 

Professor Rickards had us complete journal entries after readings, films, trips, and guest speakers. I found this to be a great tool that encouraged me to really think about the course 
material and relate it to different venues in our society.

Professor Rickards has great relationships with many professionals outside of the educational system and she has turned out to be a great network connection for many students, 
myself included. During last term, we were introduced to two attorneys from the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office. As a prelaw student, with law school in my future, I mentioned 
to Professor Rickards how inspirational their visit to our class had been. Professor Rickards took the time to reconnect me with the attorneys and I now have a part-time internship with 
them at the D.A.’s Office. I have Professor Rickards to thank for this incredible opportunity, which allows me to sit in on hearings and gain hands-on experience in my future career.   

On a personal note, Professor Rickards developed strong relationships with students. We were made to feel comfortable speaking with her about anything – class material, life goals, or 
personal issues. She truly listens to students and cares about their lives outside of the classroom.     

Professor Rickards is a passionate educator and very knowledgeable about the subjects she teaches. Her invaluable background as a social worker and other past experiences allow her 
to give students insight that can’t be found elsewhere. She has truly been a mentor to me and expanded my mind in more ways than one.  I have her to thank for informing me on 
material I had not known existed. Without a doubt, she is a professor I will maintain a strong relationship with for years to come.   
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I just read your comment on my final map and🥺🥺.

I am in shock that I started my education at Drexel in your class and I’m graduating with you being one of my last professors. I
still remember my first day at Drexel in CJS 260 when you sat me down after class and asked me if I was comfortable with the 

course topic. I gained so much respect for you that day and every day since it’s only gone higher. I’ve learned so much from you
both in class and out. You’ve been a fantastic influence on my life and an amazing mentor. I hope your mentorship does not end 

with me graduating because I know I’m not done learning from you! It may have been my last class as a student under Dr. 
Rickards, but I’ll always be one of your students!

Of course, I will keep in touch outside of you being my mentor! I hope to be invited to talks as often as they happen! Also, I am 
filling out my application for Saint Joseph University M.S. program right now as we speak. I would love if you would write one of 
my letters of recommendation. I’m applying for an assistantship(T/A) over there and no one else is really qualified to speak on 

my experience with Drexel but you. No one can really speak on my Drexel come up overall like you can honestly.

I’m really sad that we’re currently doing remote learning during my last year. I’m upset that I can’t give/receive in-person thank 
you to everyone, especially you. However, in the sake of public safety I will say it ‘virtually’. Thank you Dr. Rickards! Thank you 
for absolutely everything, for being hard on me and pushing me to succeed, for being there for me and suggesting therapy, for

the T/A opportunity, for teaching me that “people, are not/cannot be inherently bad, but instead just make bad choices”. You’ve 
been the best professor I could ask for!

Thank you,
K. McF


